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Walking the walk

In East Hollywood, a
move is afoot to make
neighborhood streets
more pedestrian-
friendly.

BY ARIN MIKALIAN
STAFF WRITER

In an clior w make local
sireets safer for pedestrians, the
Enst” Hollvwood Neighborhood
Counctl plans o move forwand
with & walkahility project 'de-
signed by one if s own constitu-
ents,

At last week's neighborhood
council meeting, local resident
Stephen  Box  pitched  “Sole
Mates,” a cleverly titled five-step
progrm intended to accomplish
goals that mnge from adding
more speed bumps Lo East Holly-
wood streets to launching a pub-
lic awareness campaign targeled
at stedents,

The EHNC, which in its twao-
year existence has  promoled
other measures mmied at pedes-
trian safety like n Cycler’s Bill
of Rights, approved Box's idea
and agreed (o put “Sole Mates™
o work,

“This is one thing we can do to

bring mone attention o the need
of pedestrian safety and the fae
that the streets belong to the peo:
ple thit walk them s well,™ said
lifetime local resident and FiitO
wice president Elson Trinidm!
One of the first steps of the
project invelves reaching  oul
to local businesses, schools and
churches to gather input on whi
measures should be pursued 1o
mitke local streets safer, Box sawd.
“This is a particular project o en-
gage the community in reshaping
the way we [unction as a cily.” ho
said. “Our streets right now e
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Pedestrians cross the street near a subway station at the busy intersection of Hollywood

Boulevard and Western Avenue,

On a walk akong an East Hollywood street, a couple dodges a man sleeping on the sidewalk,

Fancying footwork in EaHo

oriented to move vehicles ot the
eapense of people. This is an op-
portunity to rethink how we can
move people 10 be first,”

He added that the input will
guide the Inter stnges of “Sole
Mutes,” when the EHNC amd
athers will begin to request fund-
ing from wvarious government
REEnCics.

Much of the carly focus np-
pears to be on mising pedesiran
safely mwnreness among youth,
in hopes of preventing tmgedics
like the 2003 death of 8-year-old
Seily Rodriguer, who was struck
by a ¢ar while trying o cross o
street in o Local peighborhood

Reaching our to studemts will
be & two-pronged process, with
the first stage involving gather-
ing input from local students,
EHNC President David Bell said
hie wanis to take & more creative
npproach, ssch ag an art contes!

depicting different types of safe-
Iy ITHESUTCS.

*We'll be like *Hey, we'ne hov-
g an art contest’ and ask them
how they would like 10 chunge
East Hollywood,” Bell said.

The sccomd prong would in-
volve on educaticnal program, in
which experts would visit jocal
schools to make preseniations on
pedestrinn safety. Pan of that ef-
fort mcludes pairing studems up
with one another — hence the
term *Sale Mates"” — so they can
look after one another.

“Weve got 1o look out for kids
that are walking or riding their
hikes 1o schooal,” Box sabd, later
midding: “The next level is with
the kids themselves, We're going
1o engage them in *Sole Mates,
train them on safery and have
them start watching out for one
anather.™

Onee enough input 15 gathered
from the community, Box said

the process for finding sounces
for funding will begin. Box said
he alrcady has the suppont of
some local politicians and hopes
to reach oul 1o members of the
State Assembly,

“I mean, no one is obviously
going 1o say, ‘I'm agninst it,'”
said Bell, “Everyone ix for safl-
er sireets for kids, but we want
people 1o put their money where
their mouth 5.

In addition. Trinidod said the
EHNC will most likely dip into
same of the annuil S30,000 1 s
granted by the ity of Los Ange-
les in onder to fund some of the
measures, Hox said he expects
some of these measures 1o begin
nbout m year finom now,

“This is going to be urban de-
sign that puts people firs),” he
sard, “We want these sirects to be
walkable, rideable and livable.”



