Shovels in hand, a
team of amateur
arbiculturists descends
on East Hollvwood.

By Arin Mikaillan

An Eazst Hollywood neighbor-
hood gor o little preener ‘over
the weckend as residents and
volunteers banded wopgether and
planted 10 brand-r=cw trees on
Edgemont Avenue

The T eaniingd was T st
recent in the history of the Mil-
lion Trees LA program, which
since 2004 fms been a priority
for Mayor Amtonio Villairagosa
and the city of Los Angeles as a
means to beautify the city,

The initiative docs not pro-
vide the trees themselves, but
is 0 non-profit organization thm
assists communities by finding
the right trees to purchase and
evenmally offering volunteers to
wssist in the planting process.

In this case, eight-vear East

| Hollywood residemt Cassandra
| Pructt realized her street was in
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need of some more green on one
ol her carly morning jogs,

Adfter discovering the benefits
of having trees in her neighbor-
hood, she contect Million Trees
L.A. to get the process going.

“They're going 10 provide
shade and heip beantify the
city,” she said,

She also noted that the nato-
ral cool air the trees will reduce
cooling costz for nearby apart-
ment buildings and also intro-
duce more minwater e the
l..l'ulll'ili“'.'lll.'.‘r "\'\. siein.,
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Local residents help plant 10 new trees in thelr neighberhood on Saturday.

One Tree at a Time

Trumpet und Hong Kong Or-
chids were the breeds of trees
selected to become a permanent
fixture of the neighborhood.

Art Salter, a 10-vear volunteer
for Million Trees LA, said he
and some of his peers would re-
turn in about six months 10 check
on the trees o make sure they
were planted properly and arc
receiving the necessary amoun
ol witter 1o susvive,

“The mosi important thing
about trees 15 1o make sure you
plant them properly,’” he said.

LT s | T
pul E.'\!dl... a JI..'.'- |1-.|1.|n Saturday
moming and helped with the
planting after the funds were
gathered to purchase the rees,

One such volunteer was East
Hollywood Meigborhood Coun-
¢il President Elson  Trimided,
who culled the day a historie
one for his distoctl, particulorly
gince the neighborhond council
formed a year and a hall ago.

“Wi're o neighborhood that's
typically underserved.” he suid.
“Many of the people who run for
the board wanted more tnees and
parks.”

ATTOTHINR, 0T 47 necenl e
canopy study, about 21 percent
of the Los Angeles is covered by
trecs, while the national average
stunds at about 27 percent.

But Trinidad said more irees
will soon be coming 1o his neigh-
horhood, including some that arc
nearly ready to be planted on Ver-
ment Avenue.

“This s one of the things we're
trying to push in the council,” he
said. “There will definitely be
e irees.”
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